VIII
INTERNATIONAL  POLICY

IN the course of these chapters, I have had occasion
to  mention  disagreeable  features  of the  Bolshevik
regime. But it must always be remembered that these
axe chiefly due to the fact that the industrial life of
Russia has been paralysed except as ministering to the
wants of the Army, and that the Government has had
to wage a bitter and doubtful civil and external war,
involving the constant menace of domestic enemies.
Harshness, espionage, and a curtailment of liberty
result unavoidably from these difficulties. I have no
doubt whatever that the sole cure for the evils from
which Russia is suffering is peace and trade. Peace and
trade would put an end to the hostility of the peasants,
and would at once enable the Government to depend
upon popularity rather than force. The character of
the Government would alter rapidly under such condi-
tions. Industrial conscription, which is now rigidly en-
forced, would become unnecessary. Those who desire a
more liberal spirit would be able to make their voices
heard without the feeling that they were assisting
reaction and the national enemies. The food difficulties
would cease, and with them the need for an autocratic
system in the towns.
It must not be assumed, as is common with opponents
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